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THE HIDDEN GEMS THAT UNFOLD ACROSS THE CENTRAL OREGON LANDSCAPE CONTINUE TO

SURPRISE AND DELIGHT

Just When You Thought You'd Seen It All, A Visit To Central Oregon Will Prove You Wrong With

These Lesser-Known, Yet Thrilling Experiences.

(SUNRIVER, Ore.) - A simple Instagram search will quickly reveal what some of Central Oregon’s

most scenic and visited attractions are, and rightly so. The region has earned a well-deserved

reputation for scenic beauty and avid adventure, thanks to landmarks such as the winding

Deschutes River, the towering cliffs of Smith Rock State Park, and the conspicuous profile of the

Three Sisters mountains. But for those who look a little closer, there are quite a few hidden

gems yet to be discovered. From night sky exploration and cool cave visits, to nostalgic aircraft

displays and storytelling of both past and present, here are four lesser-known but visit-worthy

Central Oregon experiences that will surprise and delight.

One such experience is the Sunriver Nature Center and Observatory, which focuses on inspiring

present and future generations to cherish and understand the natural world around them

through hands-on learning and daily programming. No trip to the SNCO is complete without

viewing the night sky at the observatory, the largest of its kind in the country, coupled with over

a dozen telescopes, making for a holistic viewing in one of Oregon’s two designated Dark Sky

Places. Not a night owl? Weekly Planetarium shows are also available.
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Did you know Central Oregon has the highest concentration of caves in the state? While some

may claim the title, the lesser-known are just as awe-inspiring. The Redmond Caves are a group

of five caves formed by volcanic flows of molten lava from the Newberry Caldera dating back

more than 6,000 years. The caves are particularly appealing during a hot summer day with their

cool underground temperatures.

Looking for something more nostalgic? The Erickson Aircraft Collection at the Madras Airport

displays a vintage aircraft collection started by Jack Erickson in 1983. Among the 20+ aircraft,

most of which are still in flying condition, visitors will find a P-38 Lightning, P-51 Mustang, B-17

Flying Fortress, and numerous other private, military, and commercial aircraft. Also not to be

missed is the annual Airshow of the Cascades, held at the end of August. Featuring a variety of

performances, demonstrations, unique aircraft, a fly-in, fireworks, and more, the Airshow of the

Cascades is celebrating its 21st anniversary Aug. 26-27, 2022.

Explore Central Oregon's heritage through tribal stories at The Museum at Warm Springs, where

visitors can experience one of the country's most exquisite collections of Plateau Native

American artifacts. Enjoy firsthand the sounds of ancient songs and languages, the mastery of

traditional artisans, and the sights of rich and colorful cultures that make up the Confederated

Tribes of The Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon. In the summer months, weekend

demonstrations by Tribal Members showcase the area's arts, history, and culture. An on-site gift

shop allows visitors to take a piece of this authentic experience home with them.

These are just a few of the many hidden gems that Central Oregon has to offer.

To learn more, visit https://visitcentraloregon.com.

ABOUT CENTRAL OREGON:

Located on the eastern slopes of the Cascade Range, where vast forests give way to the arid

high desert, Central Oregon is characterized by year-round adventure, authenticity, inspiration,

and environment. From the towering peaks of the Cascades to the pristine waters of the Wild &
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Scenic Deschutes River, and from the more urban experiences of Bend and Redmond, to the

rural charms of Sunriver, Sisters, La Pine, Prineville, Madras, Warm Springs, and Maupin, Central

Oregon offers a perfect mix of recreation and sophistication. Barely three hours from Portland,

and with daily direct flights from eight major markets, getting to Central Oregon is a breeze. For

more information visit www.visitcentraloregon.com or call 800-800-8334.
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